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SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND: BRITISH WILL SOLDIER ON 

BEGIN SUMMARY: IN A RECENT DISCUSSION, NORTHERN IRELAND 
OFFICE UNDERSECRETARY TREVELYAN COMMENTED THAT DESPITE 
UNCERTAIN OUTLOOK FOR SUCCESS OF NEW NI EXECUTIVE, 

BRITISH SAW NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO SOLDIER ON. THEY WILL 
TRY AS SENSIBLY AS POSSIBLE TO DO WHAT IS WITHIN THEIR 
LIMITED POWER TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS IN ULSTER AND TO COPE 
WITH CRISES AS THEY ARISE. TREVELYAN SAID THAT WITH 
EXECUTIVE NOW IN OFFICE AND ABOUT TO EXERCISE LIMITED 
POWERS DEVOLVED TO IT UNDER NI CONSTITUTION ACT. NO 
FURTHER WESTMINSTER PARLIAMENTARY ACTION WAS NEEDED. 
END SUMMARY 

1. WHEN ASKED FOR HIS VIEWS ABOUT FAULKNER'S DEFEAT BY 
HIS UNIONIST PARTY OPPONENTS, TREVELYAN SAID THIS HAD 
PROBABLY BEEN INEVITABLE. HE THOUGHT IT BETTER THAT IT 
OCCURRED EARLIER THAN LATER. BRITISH WILL DO EVERYTHING 
IN THEIR POWER TO HELP FAULKNER GET THROUGH HIS INITIAL 
PERIOD IN OFFICE. THEY CONSIDER HIS SURVIVAL A KEY TO 
SUCCESS OF NEW CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS IN NI AND 
BELIEVE THAT SDLP AND ALLIANCE COALITION MEMBERS IN 
EXECUTIVE FEEL SAME WAY. 
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2. TREVELYAN CONSIDERS THAT NI POLITICAL SITUATION HAS 
BEEN CLARIFIED BY UNIONIST SPLIT. DIFFICULT AS THIS 

IS, HE THINKS THERE ARE BETTER POSSIBILITIES FOR POLITI- 
CAL PROGRESS NOW, WITH PROTESTANT SPLIT, THAN THERE WERE 
WHEN CATHOLIC MINORITY WAS UNIFIED IN OPPOSITION TO ANY 
FORM OF NI GOVERNMENT. BRITISH UNDERSTAND UNHAPPY 
PREDICAMENT OF MANY UNIONISTS IN NI, THEIR DISTRUST OF 
IRISH GOVERNMENT PROMISES AND FEELINGS THAT BRITISH ARE 
FORCING THEM DOWN PATH TO SOME KIND OF IRISH UNION. 

GIVEN THESE FEELINGS AND WELL-KNOWN OBSTACLES TO ACHIEV- 
ING ANY KIND OF POLITICAL ACCOMMODATION IN NI, BRITISH 
SEE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO CONTINUE POLICIES THEY HAVE 
BEEN FOLLOWING FOR PAST 18 MONTHS. WHILE NOT BY ANY 
MEANS PERFECT, THESE POLICIES HAVE PRODUCED SITUATION 
WHERE ONE CAN AT LEAST SEE SOME POSSIBILITY FOR POLITICAL 
ADVANCE. 

3. TREVELYAN DESCRIBED IRISH GOVERNMENT'S POST- 
SUNNINGDALE PERFORMANCE AS DEPRESSING. BRITISH BELIEVE 
THEY ARE WELL INFORMED ABOUT POLITICAL REALITIES IN 
REPUBLIC, BUT ARE CONVINCED IRISH MUST FIND A WAY TO DEAL 
REALISTICALLY WITH CONCERNS OF NI PROTESTANTS, PARTICU- 
LARLY WITH REGARD TO ARREST AND CONVICTION OF MURDERERS. 
TREVELYAN SAID THAT BRITISH DO NOT DOUBT IRISH GOVERN- 
MENT'S GOOD INTENTIONS AND UNDERSTAND THEY MAY BE MOVING 
AS FAST AS THEY FEEL THEY CAN. BUT IT'S A SORRY SITUA- 
TION, AND RECENT ARREST AND SUBSEQUENT RELEASE OF 14 IRA 
MEMBERS, TOGETHER WITH STATEMENTS DOWNPLAYING IMPORTANCE 
OF IRISH SUNNINGDALE CONCESSIONS ON INTEGRITY OF NI, WERE 

A PRETTY DISMAL PERFORMANCE. 

4. IN THIS CONNECTION, TREVELYAN CORRECTED AN IMPRESSION 
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WE HAD EARLIER BEEN GIVEN BY FCO (LONDON'S 14783) THAT 
IRISH HAD MADE SUNNINGDALE COMMITMENT TO USE SPECIAL 
TRIBUNALS TO TRY THOSE ARRESTS 
FORUDRIMES OF POLITICAL 

MURDER IN NORTH. BRITISH WOULD LIKE THIS TO BE DONE AND 
THINK IT IS PROBABLY ONLY WAY THAT IRISH WILL BE ABLE 
TO OBTAIN CONVICTIONS. HKUHHZ TREVELYAN SAID, THERE IS NO 
IRISH GOVERNMENT COMMITMENT TO THIS COURSE OF ACTION. 

5. SPEAKING OF CURRENT BOMBING CAMPAIGN IN LONDON, 
TREVELYAN SAID THAT EVER SINCE IRA HAD GONE OVER TO ITS 
NEW SMALL-CELL ORGANIZATION, IT HAD BEEN EXCEEDINGLY DIF- 
FICULT FOR BRITISH INTELLIGENCE TO GET A LINE ON WHO WAS 
DOING BOMBING. HE THOUGHT EVENTUALLY SOME OF BOMBERS 
WOULD BE CAUGHT AND PUNISHED, BUT DOUBTED THAT GOVERN- 
MENT COULD DO VERY MUCH MORE TO PREVENT FURTHER INCI- 
DENTS. HE BELIEVES THEY WILL STOP ONLY WHEN BOMBERS 
REALIZE THAT THEIR ACTIONS ARE NOT ACHIEVING DESIRED 
PURPOSE OF REVERSING BRITISH POLICY OR FORCING BRITISH 
CONCESSIONS TO IRA DEMANDS. DESPITE SOME PUBLIC WEARI- 
NESS WITH IRISH PROBLEM, TREVELYAN SAID, HMG, SUPPORTED 
BY OPPOSITION PARTIES, HAD NO ALTERNATIVE TO FOLLOWING 

ITS PRESENT COURSE. 
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